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Belonging

6:09 am Monday morning. I was out
walking the dog when the phone
rang. Quickly plugging in the headphones, I answered the call to find
out that my mother had been moved
from the ward that she was on to the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) due to her
heart stopping overnight. With my
world changing in an instant, I rang
my sisters to let them know.
Over the next couple of days, every phone call was answered with
trepidation, and then frustration when
it was a telemarketer. After being
advised of how critical it was, I made
the hard decision to fly across to
Melbourne to spend some time in the
hospital with her (and in a COVID-19
environment, that is a challenge in
itself).
Praise God, Mum is making a good
recovery and they have told me that
she is now doing so well that they
have revoked my visitor’s rights. So
I have gone and got a COVID test,
completed successfully an application
for a G2G pass and I’m ready to fly
back home—to go into two weeks of
quarantine.
As I reflected on the vagaries of
life, I was reminded of the saying
by Eleanor Roosevelt: Yesterday is
history. Tomorrow is a mystery. Today
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is a gift. That’s why we call it ‘The
Present’. Are you making the most of
today?
John 10: 10b (NKJV) I have come
that they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly.
Matthew 6:34 (NIV) Therefore do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow
will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own.
Best wishes
I am sure that it is somewhere else in
the Newsletter, but I wish to say a big
thank you to the companies, parents
and others who supported our School
Fair. I’d also like to acknowledge Miss
Felicity Knight, who was the chair of
the Fair committee, and her team,
that did such great work organising it.
And finally: two weeks quarantine
starts Wednesday. I’ll see you when
that finishes. In the meantime, I can
be contacted by email and Mrs Katy
Matteo is acting as principal.

Steve Littlewood
Principal
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Primary News......

Kindy Learn to Swim Lessons
Kindy students, this week, have
been going to Learn to Swim
classes at Friends Health &
Fitness.

Year 2 Experiments
The Year Two’s
have been
exploring push
and pull forces this term
and decided
to roll up their
sleeves and do
a floating and
sinking experiment.
We made some predictions and
talked about how some heavy
things can float and some light
things can still sink and why that
is. We documented our experiment and findings by
drawing some scientific diagrams and writing down our
observations.
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Year 5/6 Camp
We went to Spring Beach Youth
Camp for three days and two
nights for year 5 and year 6
camp. When we got there we
got assigned our cabins and
we went and unpacked. The
food there was delicious and
scrumptious. We played a lot of
volleyball and sports. We did a
photography hunt and orienteering which was really fun. We did
rock climbing and team initiatives
where we had to work in a team
to complete challenges. We did a
lot of trips into the nearby beach
and we played there. We had
an evening worship at rockwood
chapel.We went on walks on the
property and we went to have
lunch on the beach for the last
day then we got on the bus and
went home. Written by Japnoor.

Value Awards
This week our students have
been rewarded for demonstrating our school values and
quality work. Congratulation to
these wonderful students.

Zane - the best thing about camp
was the pool table
Justine - I liked building a mini
dam at the beach
Emiliyah - at camp I loved rock
climbing, the crate challenge,
and playing Uno
Tavis - Volleyball and rock climbing
Ben - I liked playing with my
friends
Zhaniel - My favourite thing was
the bush walking. I liked the
food, good food :)
Manu - volleyball
Xayla - I enjoyed staying with my
friends, rock climbing, and the
big spider we saw
Jay - I liked playing eight ball
and basketball
Lakayah - I loved spending time
with my friends, I didn’t like getting stuck in the bathroom with a
huntsman spider
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Our Operation Christmas Child Experience
This year the Year 3/4s participated in the Operation Christmas Child. Operation Christmas Child gives boxes filled with toys and other items and donates them to people who
need it most. The year 3/4s split into four teams. Each team planned a budget, fundraised
and went and bought stuff for their boxes. Each team filled two or more boxes and one
team filled four. In total, Hilliard sent about 40 boxes to Operation Christmas, and the year
3/4s filled about half of them, about 20 of boxes. By Samuel Matteo
We participated in the Operation Christmas Child (OCC) by fundraising and filling in boxes for children overseas. We would like to
thank Brock’s Mum, Mrs.Sharma, Mrs.Brar, Steve (the bus driver),
Ms.Leonnie and Mrs Littlewood for being our supervisors for the
groups. We went to Big W,Target and Kmart. When we were at the
shops, we split into our four teams and went and bought the things
that were on our shopping lists. We bought stuff that were important and useful like hygiene items, education stuff ,things to love,
something special ,toys and a WOW item. When we finished shopping we went back to school and had a break. After we finished our
break we filled our boxes and had lots of fun. By Betty Irakoza

We did a lot of work to fundraise money. Sam scratched his dad’s
head. One of the boys had to stay quiet for about half an hour, Alpha cleaned his older brother’s room and Betty did some gardening. Manseerat did some vacuuming, Pavani washed the dishes
and fold the clothes and Isaia set the table and put away clothes.
Leah sprayed and wiped the house, and a couple of students took
money out of their savings bank account. But everything we did
was for a good cause and we had fun while doing it. By Aaron
Pandey
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From
The
Chappy....

Hey guys!
Have you ever been bird watching? I love to watch the black
swans floating on the Derwent.
They are so pretty, and I find it cute
when they have babies.
It makes me think of the mystery of
the swan’s song? Have you heard
it? There is a legend that the beautiful swan never, ever sings, except
when it is about to die. It is then
that it opens its beak and sings the
most beautiful melody, the most
amazing song of any in the bird
kingdom, then when it is finally
finished singing it passes away.
There are myths in antiquity of
different people who heard the
swan’s song paralysed and in tears
with wonder and sadness at the
sound.

Pr Daniel Matteo
Chaplain
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This belief became prevalent in
the Middle Ages, with many people
trying to hide out on lakes at night,
hoping to hear the famous dying
swan’s song for themselves. Still
today, we use the term “swansong” to refer to some last great
act accomplished before death or
retirement that will set a person
apart as special. However the
mystery goes back all the way to
ancient Greece. It is unknown
exactly who came up with the idea,
but the song of the dying swan is
mentioned in various writings by
Aesop, Aeschylus, Clytemnestra,
Plato, Socrates, Aristotle, Ovid,
Virgil and Martial. With so many
ancient luminaries believing in the
mysterious swan’s song, it seems
hard to believe that is isn’t real!

but occasionally grunts or hisses. So it was thought that swans
were generally silent. However it
appears from ancient art that the
area also got occasional winter
visits from the “whooper swan”
which can make a long, drawn out
honking sound. It is thought by
some that this is the origin of the
mystery!
It’s important for us to always keep
the things that are really important
at the centre of our lives to ensure
that when it is time for our “swansong”, we will leave a legacy of
love and kindness.
Did you know that the book of Revelation in the Bible also contains a
mysterious final song? Revelation
says that when God’s people get to
heaven, they sing. You see, when
God rescued His people from
Egypt, Moses sang a song, part of
which we find in Exodus 15:13:
“You in Your mercy have led forth
the people whom You have redeemed; you have guided them in
Your strength to Your holy habitation.”
But when it is speaking about
heaven, the Revelation 15:3-4 also
says that they…
‘…sang the song of God’s servant
Moses and of the Lamb: “Great
and marvelous are your deeds,
Lord God Almighty. Just and true
are your ways, King of the nations.
Who will not reverence you, Lord,
and bring glory to your name? For
you alone are holy. All nations
will come and worship before you,
for your righteous acts have been
revealed.”’

So where did the mystery come
from?

I want to sing that final song, don’t
you?

Well, the most well-known swan
in ancient Greece was the “mute
swan”, which rarely makes a sound

God bless guys!
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Secondary News....
Value Award Winners
Congratulations to our value
award winners in the secondary
school in week 5 & 6.
Week 5
Benji Brady - Perseverance
Brody Press - Perseverance
Stephanie Laycock - Belonging
Tent Wiggins - Integrity
Week 6
Grace Matteo - Respect
Cassandra Dalmacio - Belonging
Paw Law Eh - Belonging
Miya Pappas - Integrity
Zhandro Nunez - Perseverance
Year 9/10 Exams Week 7
Just a reminder that the year
9/10 exam block begins next
week. Students have been
working with their teachers in
class to prepare them for their
exams. They will not have
regular classes next week but
will follow an alternative timetable for Mon-Thurs. Included in
their timetable is allocated study
periods which gives them blocks
of time to revise in preparation
for their exam. Students will
only be completing exams for
their core subjects of: Maths,
Science, English & HASS. Also
included in the timetable is an
allocation for practical classes
which will still run as normal
during this time.
Student Leaders 2022
Nominations have just closed for
our student leadership positions
for 2022. Students had the
option to self nominate or to be
nominated by their peers for the
following positions:
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School Captain
House Captain
Year Level SRC
I am so thrilled about the amazing group of future leaders who
have been nominated. The next
stage in this process is that students will complete an interview
process followed by a presentation to their peers during chapel. The final stage will involve
nominations being brought before
the student and staff body to be
voted on. We look forward to announcing the names of our new
student leadership team at our
end of year presentation evening.
Year 11 and 12 Update
Starting a Year 11 and 12 programme during the Covid years
was always going to be a challenge. While we are so grateful
for those that have believed in
Hilliard’s journey towards becoming an extension school, after
much deliberation, the Board
of Directors have decided that
based on low enrolments in Years
11 & 12 for 2022, the senior
secondary program will be placed
‘on pause’ for the next twelve
months. We will still be accepting
enrolments for year 11, but that
class will begin studies in February of 2023. It will be a great opportunity, given that our building
projects will be completed, that
Hilliard’s Years 11 and 12 students can begin the next chapter
in revamped learning facilities.
During the next year, we will
continue to update you on subject choices, career partnerships
and scholarship opportunities for
our Year 11 and 12 students. If
you have any further questions,
please do not hesitate to contact
our Principal.
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
Child Pick Up Reminder
Our paramount concern at the end of
each day is having our children travel
safely home. In order for this to happen, if
your child is picked up from school, please
note the following:

END OF YEAR REPORTS
This year, our child’s End of Year Report
will be available online through SEQTA.
If you need a hard copy of the report,
please contact the School Office.

There is a 20 km/h speed
sign in the car park.
Please make sure that
you keep to this.
If you decide to leave
your car and walk to
collect your children,
when you come back,
please make sure that you walk around
the edge of the car park and don’t take
shortcuts across the
bitumen.
Follow any instructions from staff in
terms of driving directions.
Thanks for noting this. We would
hate to have an ambulance coming to
school for a child who has been injured
in their excitement to get home.

If you have any other questions, please
contact the office.
School bus contact numbers:
Darren (Bus Manager) - 0407 518 910
Karen’s Bus - 0408 129 743
Steve’s Bus - 0408 129 742
Noel’s Bus - 0417 377 125
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We would love you to attend our upcoming parenting
workshop. The topic is on setting healthy boundaries
in parenting and is run by our chaplaincy team Donna
Shepherd and Pr Daniel Matteo.
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Thank You For a Successful Fair
The 2021 Fair was held on Friday November 5th and was a huge success, raising around $4,000
which is going towards large new water bubblers for students. It was the first ‘Twilight’ fair that the
school has held and the experiment paid off with more students and families being able to attend as
opposed to a Sunday.
The jumping castle was a very popular event and more rides will be on the agenda for the fair next
year. Mrs Littlewood’s cultural dance segment was a spectacular collaboration of dances from around
the world and students and staff are to be commended for the long hours of practice they put in to
make it a success.
The fair would not have happened without the generous support of donors, volunteers and of course
everyone that came and supported the event on the day.
Thank you for your contributions and we hope to see you again for next year’s event.
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