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Well known children’s author
Mem Fox said that she nearly went “berserk” over the last
couple of months. Why? Supporting her grandchildren doing their
schoolwork at home! (https://www.
abc.net.au/news/2020-05-22/
mem-fox-on-the-struggles-ofhome-schooling-during-coronavirus/12275934, accessed 22 May
2020). She also suggested that
parents should not be too down
on themselves if their child hasn’t
managed to complete all of the
work.

staff meetings.

Next Monday sees the start of the
‘new’ normal. Schools reopening
for students but adults restricted onsite. The teachers will be
delighted to see the students
attending classes and being able
to shelve ClassDojo or Google
Classroom—and start converting
their home classroom back into...
whatever it was before.

“I’m reminded of a text from the
Bible that says “Whatever you
do, do all to the glory of God”
1 Cor 10:31, NKJV

In saying that, one of the important items for us to learn is what
are the benefits that we can take
out of online learning and continue
to use them. This is a discussion
item that will be looked at in future
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Primary parents, we thank you
for the amazing role that you took
on of being the child’s primary
everything. You have earned a
break and hopefully have a job to
go back to. (Now you know why
teachers are keen for school holidays every ten weeks!).
Secondary parents, you still have a
couple of weeks of online learning
to go. Stay focussed and plan to
do your best always.

I think that is pretty good advice.
Best wishes

Steve Littlewood
Principal
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Around Our School.....
users and all the “good” and
“normal” usernames have been
used), record the real age of
Spanish took new dimensions
for students at Hilliard Christian your child, choose a password
School this term. Students from and use your email OR the child
school email address (name.
Year 3 and up created an account with the wide world known surname@hilliardadventist.com.
program for learning languages, au).
Duolingo. The program provides Then....let the fun begin!
an individually tailored progress
based on the students abilities
and pace. The program also
provides vocabulary practice,
grammar, pronunciation and
stimulates active involvement of
the student. It also acknowledges the progress of the students
with prizes. These prizes are
called lingots and they can be
used in a safe virtual shop to
unlock little emblems students
choose to purchase. It is a great Year 5 Food Technology
interactive way of learning a
I would like to say a huge thank
different language.
you to the parents of my year 5
students for assisting my stuAs our children tend to use
dents in continuing on with their
technology more often and are
practical lessons this term. As
limited with their outdoor activthis is our first term in the kitchities, let’s purposely direct their
time and attention to a construc- en students have been learning
tive and beneficial learning time. the basics. So far we have
I encourage the students to use covered knife skills, health,
hygiene & safety, using an oven
Duolingo and improve their
and blender skills. Check out
skills and knowledge. They can
the amazing pictures of some
log on any device(tablet, ipad,
phone, computer), use the user of their creations this term. I
look forward to having these
name and password they crestudents back in the classroom
ated at school. This way, they
on monday next week. Just a
can continue their learning and
reminder that they need to bring
add to their lingots bank.
a container to take their dish
home.
For the Year 1 and 2 students,
Spanish Update

this is a great activity to get
involved, too. Parents support is
necessary to create an account.
Choose a funny, unusual or
very awkward user name (that’s
just because there are so many
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School Bus
With Primary classes returning as
of the 25th, our buses will be operating If your child requires to be
picked up to attend you need to
contact the bus driver at the very
latest the day before it is required.
The bus drivers can be contacted
on the numbers listed below. Any
concerns or questions contact
Darren (Bus Manager).
Karen’s Bus - 0408 129 743,
Steve’s Bus - 0408 129 742

Mrs Matteo
Food Technology Teacher
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From
The
Chappy....

Hey everyone!
Last term, as I was sitting in the office, one of our kids came in to pick
up something for their teacher and I
couldn’t help but notice the courtesy
and manners they displayed towards The office staff. Good habits
like saying “please” and “thankyou”
really do get us everywhere in life,
and sometimes even us grownups
need to be reminded of that.
Today I want us to think for a second about our habits. Do we have
good habits, or bad habits?
One bad habit is nose-picking. That
was one I loved to do when I was
a kid. Over a period of two years,
James Ford (an art student in England), collected his own boogers
on a daily basis in an egg cup.
Eventually he moulded them into
a ball about the size of a Brussels
sprout and coated the booger-ball
in glue. James Ford’s “booger-ball”
has now actually become famous
and has been shown in special art
exhibitions in London and Lithuania.
This is it:
Super gross,
right?????? I
felt a little sick
when I first saw
that picture!

Pr Daniel Matteo

Chaplain
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The Bible talks
about some
other bad habits too:
“…they get into the habit of being
idle.... And not only do they become idlers, but also busybodies
who talk nonsense, saying things
they ought not to.” 1 Timothy 5:13

‘Do not be deceived: “Evil company
corrupts good habits.”’
But, luckily for us, the Bible tells us
that despite all the bad around Him,
Jesus Christ was able to develop
GOOD habits, like going to church…
1 Corinthians 15:33
“…and as His custom was, He went
into the synagogue on the Sabbath
day” Luke 4:16
You see, the way I see it, we can be
like James Ford if we want to. Just
like he collected a whole bunch of
boogers, we can go through life collecting bad habits. We can get them
from people we hang around, TV,
movies, or invent them ourselves.
On the other hand we can be like Jesus if we want to. We can spend our
life developing good habits. We can
get them from the Bible, good friends
and family, watching wholesome TV
and movies, and we can invent some
too.
It’s really up to us.
“Finally, all of you be of one mind,
having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tender-hearted, be courteous; not
returning evil for evil or reviling for
reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to
this, that you may inherit a blessing.” 1 Peter 3:8-9
God bless!

The Bible says that laziness is a
bad habit. It also says that talking
unkindly behind people’s backs is a
bad habit (that is something I really
struggle with sometimes). The kind
of people we spend time with also
affects our habits.
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Online Learning Feedback Survey Results.

Averages
K-3
3.5

4-6
2.8

7-10
2.9

Overall
3.13

Thank you to those parents who completDifficulty Level of Work
ed our survey on online learning. The results have been compiled and some of the
details from the survey are included here.
Survey Responses
A total of 23 people responded to the
survey. The breakdown of the groups that
involved is here (some respondents are in
more than one group).
Averages

Responses about the Work

K-3
3.5

4-6
3.25

7-10
3.45

Overall
3.34

Written Feedback
(Not all responses are shown)

The feedback on the provided work is that
the amount allocated was correct and the
difficulty was slightly hard—probably the
target that most teachers were aiming at.
The results for the different groups in that
are as follows:
Allocated Amount of Work

What’s Working?
• Kids are becoming more independent
• Reading a lot more
• The clear instructions set out by teachers so my child knows how to complete
each task.
• The fantastic YouTube videos that have
been created have helped my child’s
understanding
• Having ClassDojo
• The online resources have been well
prepared.
Improvements
• My child needs more explanation that is
tailored to them.
• Better communication, especially at the
start of the term.
• The audio from some online lessons is
poor.
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• The instructions need to be clearer.
• Need more availability from teachers.

• I have found the learning inadequate.
• I can’t really see a plan or outline

Responses About Supporting the
Learning Support of Parents

What the School Takes Away from This
There is no perfect solution to this, and
we are just praising God that COVID-19
arrived in 2020 when we had devices. Had
it occurred a year earlier we would have
been struggling to provide content.

I understand people who felt that their
Some parents found this easy and thought child would have liked more support from
they did well, others found it challenging.
the teacher. In an ideal world, we would
Overall, there was a wide spectrum of re- have been completely at home or comsults from parents.
pletely at school. However, when teachers
are required to spend the day supervising
Support from School
at school (which they are every second
day) and then need to prepare their classes for the next day at night—far more
intensive preparation than to teach in a
classroom—then it is not practical to have
the teachers available all the time. We
have tried to balance the learner’s needs
as best we can.
Some of the feedback in this area included:
• It is good if you have the time as a parent to support your child.
• I appreciate the support and adjustments that were made along the way to
assist with online learning
• This isn’t really working for my daughter
• I feel my child is less motivated at
home
• Teachers are doing a great job.
• I think teachers are doing an amazing
job delivering engaging online lessons.
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From the start of the term through to now
(in the fourth, and for some, final week)
I believe that there have been improvements made in relation to planning, delivery of instructions and even assessment.
Having heard on the grapevine what
some other schools have done, I think our
teachers have gone above and beyond
expectations.
In saying that, I don’t know one teacher
who will be sorry to have the students
back in class. We are all looking forward
to that.

Respect

Perserverence

Belonging

Integrity

Respect

Perserverence

