HILLIARD

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
...because your child matters

N EWSLETTER
13 March 2020

Term 1 Week 6

Hilliard Calendar Dates

From the Principal’s Desk...
What a difference a week makes.
Last week there were jokes a
plenty as we laughed about the
shortage of toilet paper in the
supermarkets. Since then, a lot
has changed; most recently the
One Day International cricket
match between Australia and New
Zealand is going ahead on Friday
in Hobart, but will be played
behind closed doors, so there
will be no crowd there. We have
already heard about this happening overseas but it is a different
matter when it is on our doorstep.
Hilliard is treating the Coronavirus
threat seriously. I have attached a
letter at the end of this Newsletter
that details what we are
thinking in terms of this response.
We have started putting together
contingency plans should the
school be required to close so
that some schoolwork can still be
provided to students.
As part of that response, we feel
that we should not go ahead
with community-based events at
the moment. As such, we have
chosen to postpone the Harmony
Day celebrations that were scheduled for next Thursday and to find
aternative ways of communicating
with you about the way that your
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child is finding their classes this
year rather than face-to-face with
parent teacher interviews to also
be postponed
With one of our core values being
belonging, the appeal of having
community events is strong. It
is important, both out of respect
(another of our values) for the
health of your family and for our
staff and students, that we limit
the opportunities to assist in the
spread of this disease.

March
20

27

School Cross Country
- Tolosa Park
Immunisation Day
(High School)
Ignite #2

30 - 1

STOMP

24

April
10

School Holidays Starts

27

Term 2 Starts

At this stage, no member of our
school community has been
School Terms 2020
infected by this disease. Should
Term 1
5 Feb - 9 April
that happen, we will inform you
and work closely with the Health
Term 2
27 Apr - 3 Jul
department on what our response
should be. I pray that this won’t
Term 3
20 Jul - 25 Sept
happen; I would not be surprised
Term 4
12 Oct - 17 Dec
if the government were, at some
time in the future, to direct all
If you wish to read the newsletter elecschools to close.
tronically, Please go to our website at
https://www.hilliardchristianschool.
I trust that you are well, and we
com.au and follow the link to our News
are praying that our community
page.
stays healthy and away from this
disease.

Steve Littlewood
Principal
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Primary News

Year 2/3 News

After School Pick Up
Students who are being picked
up by their parents/caregivers
will need to be picked up in
person from either the students
classroom OR from the primary
quadrangle. Staff members will
be available at this time to ensure this runs effectively. If you
are running late, students will be
asked to wait at the front office
from 3:15pm.

Year 2/3 Jacobson have had a
wonderful start to Term 1, 2020!
We have been spending a lot of
time getting to know each other
better as we discuss our likes and
interests, families, and the different groups we belong to. Students
have created wonderful art pieces
for our window display where they
shared what belonging means to
them and the groups they personally belong to.
In other news, students have been
working hard at learning their letters and sounds this term.

Congratulations to our students
who have received value certificates over the past few weeks.
Recipients are as follows

Each morning the class complete
different spelling tasks in rotation
style groups. Each week there is
a focus sound the students learn,
and they have been doing such a
fantastic job so far.

RESPECT – Addyson Goodwin,
Manha Fatima, Iiera Shakya, Eh
Tal Ne Shor, Juwairiyah Fatima,
Alexander Clay & Hazel Arora

In Science, students are exploring ‘growth and change’, both in
humans and in nature. We have
explored how when we are born
we do not stay the same, we grow
and change as we enter different
life stages.
In HASS, our unit title is “This is
Me”, where we learn about ourselves and where we come from
(family history).
What a blessing it is to be a part
of the Hilliard community this year!
I have loved watching my students
grow and learn in these early
weeks.
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BELONGING – Sastika Satish
Kumar, Nicholas Thapa, Mehar
Sagar, Brock Wilson, Nishal
Thapa, Tavis Thomas & Sonam
Zangpo.
INTEGRITY – Cyrus Harder,
Eleanor Lee, Layla-May Brooking,
Loloma Rabe, Jannat Ahuja, Benjamin Court & Bereket Hussein.

PERSEVERANCE – Priya Khadal, Molly Blackaby, Mahi, Chase
Cracknell, Holinice Thoo, Xayla
Wilson & Dae Dae Soe
Primary Swimming Lessons
For the past two weeks primary
students from Prep to Year 6 have
been participating in swimming
lessons at Oceana Health and
Fitness in Mornington. It has been
fantastic to watch our students
learn new skills and challenge
themselves in the water.
Cricket Woolworths Blast
Cricket session with Taylor
from Cricket Tasmania
On Wednesday the 26th of February, students from Kindy to Year
6 enjoyed a cricket session per
class as part of our HPE classes
this term. The emphasis of these
sessions of was on participation
and skill development delivered
through a number of fun cricket
related activities. Thank you to
Taylor from Cricket Tasmania who
ran these great sessions.

Mrs Jacobson.
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From the Chappy
G’day again! I have to say we are
having a wonderful first term at HCS.
I am just amazed at how awesome
all the kids are. Good job mums and
dads!
A couple of weeks ago, just before
chapel, some of our students were
showing me some interesting things
that they could do with their bodies. One boy at our school has the
ability to bend his thumbs almost
backwards so that it looks like they
are broken. Another girl showed me
how she is able to bend her elbows
backwards in the same way. So cool
and weird!!!
I’m just amazed at our human bodies
sometimes.
Did you know that if you unraveled
all of the tiny tubes that are just
inside your kidneys and laid them
end-to-end they would stretch out for,
like, 80 kilometres? It’s true. That’s
(almost) like walking from HCS to the
top of Mount Wellington, then turning
around and walking back to HCS,
then turning round and walking back
to the top of Wellie again! It’s that
far. Crazy, huh? Yet all those little
tubes scrunch up to fit snugly inside
your kidneys which are themselves
only about 10 centimetres long.
Yep, humans are pretty amazing
creatures.
The Bible says that God feels the
same way. When He finished making
us, the Bible says:
“So God created mankind in his
own image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he
created them...God saw all that he
had made, and it was very good.”
Genesis 1:27, 31 (NIV)
Yep, God made us and then said,
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“My creations look very good!”
Unfortunately, things didn’t stay that
way. It wasn’t long before we began
to make bad choices. We began to
harm and even kill one another, to lie,
to steal and to destroy our environment. As a result, human beings
today are pretty messed up, aren’t
they?

CHAPLAIN’S
CORNER

We have sickness and sorrow and
grief and pain. Things aren’t nice
down here. One writer has said that
when this darkness came into the human race it “…marred and well-nigh
obliterated the image of God in man”
(Counsels on Education, p63).
And we see that all around us, every
time we turn on the news, or think
about the bad things we have done.
Yet the Bible promises that a change
of heart is possible for those who recognize brokenness within themselves
and look to Jesus Christ for healing.
“And we all, who with unveiled
faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his
image with ever-increasing glory,
which comes from the Lord, who
is the Spirit.”
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV)
I think it is so awesome that through
a living friendship with God, where
we think about Him and spend time
with Him every day, God promises to
begin a change in us. He promises
He will begin to restore the image of
God in us, and we can start to be the
sorts of people He planned for us to
be in the beginning. The Bible says:
“For I know the plans I have for
you,’ says the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, to
give you a hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)

Pr Daniel Matteo
Chaplain

A wonderful destiny awaits us if we
decide to walk in it!
Hope you have a great week☺
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Secondary News
Year 7 Textile
With our sewing machines in getting serviced, the Year 7 students
took a quick break from sewing
and did a mini design challenge
for their lesson today. Their task
was to bake a shortbread biscuit
and decorate it to resemble an
animal. Lots of creativity and deliciousness in the kitchen.

In the Kitchen...
It has been an awesome couple
of weeks in the kitchen as students explore various food allergies and intolerances and learn
how to prepare meals that cater
accordingly to these needs. Our
motto for this term has been to
keep an open mind.

Year 9/10 Science
At the start of this year the Year
9 and 10 classes studied how
the body stayed in homeostasis.
They investigated the speed of
their nerve impulses and dissected a bull’s eyeball to observe
the photoreceptors and the optic
nerve. Many students enjoyed the
dissection although some were
still squeamish!”
High School Chapel
Over the last few weeks we have
been blessed to have a number
of guests come and share with
us at Chapel. Two weeks ago
our conference president Pr Gary
Webster came and shared with us
about archaeology and how these
findings help us to believe the
vailidity of the Bible. He had some
cool little artifacts that he showed
students throughout the program.
This week Pr Eugene Estil came
and shared with us about the
foundations on which our school
is built. He wasn’t referring to
bricks and mortar but rather the
fruits of the spirit: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self
control. He spoke about how we
need to use these values to build
the walls of our school and protect it. It is great to have so many
people from our church community wanting to come and share with
our students here at school.
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Students refrain from making a
judgement about the dish until
they try the finished product. It
has been excellent watching
students step out of their comfort
zone and try new things. Last
week students worked in pairs to
prepare a dish that was high in
fibre. They swapped a traditional
pizza base for cauliflower which is
a much more fibre enriched meal.
Whilst students were reluctant
to start with they definitely had
a change of heart once the final
product came out of the oven.
We look forward to exploring new
topics and expanding our culinary
repertoire.
Mrs Matteo
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Around the School

Pathfinder Expedition to Cradle
Mountain

We would like to acknowledge the
Hilliard Christian School students
who attended the Pathfinder
Expedition to Cradle Mountain
on the weekend. These students
are affiliated with Glenorchy and
Rosny Pathfinder Clubs and were
able to display PERSEVERANCE
as they completed an arduous,
yet highly rewarding hike around
Cradle Mountain.
Here are a few thoughts from
some of our students who attended.

Expedition was great fun, with an
amazing 360 degree view at the
top of Cradle Mountain. There
were many challenges on the way
to the summit including a section
on the walk where you had to
climb up rockfaces. – Timothy
Expedition was a time to bond not
only with the other clubs around
Tasmania but with God as well.
Hiking up Cradle Mountain was
tiring but fun. I highly recommend
joining Pathfinders as it is so
much fun. – Grace
If you would like more information
about Pathfinders, please make
contact with Mrs Katy Matteo
(Glenorchy Pathfinders) or Mrs
Hannah Rabe (Rosny Pathfinders)

Do you want to be a part of creating incredible opportunities for
young people across Tasmania
during the Winter Holidays?

Junior and Master Blaster Pop
Up Program

Camps Tasmania are running a
Winter Camp this July for youth
aged 12-16. Empowering young
people to accept challenges, think
for themselves, form friendships
and develop skills in a welcoming,
supportive and safe environment.
There are many benefits to attending Camps, and can including the
opportunity to develop self-confidence, resilience, independence
amongst many leadership, communication and team work skills;
all as I’m sure we can agree very
valuable life skills.
Through our Winter Camp program we encourage youth from
all across the state to make new
connections, try different activities (scrunchie making, STEM
challenges, arts & crafts, sports),
disconnect from technology and
enjoy keeping active during the
holidays and making new friendships. If you have sny questions
please just reach out to our friendly team.
To learn more about us:
campstasmania.com.au

Last Wednesday afternoon 24
students from our Primary school
participated in the Junior/Master Blaster Pop Up Program on
our school oval. This program is
a FREE program delivered by
Cricket Tasmania and runs from
3:30 pm – 4:30 pm. Please ensure that if your child attended the
program that you have registered
them online. There are 3 more
sessions this term on the 11th,
18th and 25th of March.

Naplan Testing
Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 will be sitting
their NAPLAN tests in early May.
This year, the tests will again be
online, with the exception being
that the Year 3 students will do
their writing test on paper. Hilliard
Christian School has a basic policy that each student will sit their
test. However, parents may request that a child be withdrawn.
If you wish to exempt your child
from sitting the NAPLAN tests,
please contact Mr Littlewood before the end of Term 1. His email
address is principal@hilliard.
adventist.edu.au.
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Digital Newsletter
In an attempt to reduce the amount of paper we are using
to print newsletters each fortnight we are transitioning to
a digital newsletter instead. If you would still like a printed
version of the newsletter or would like to receive a link to
the newsletter via email please return the slip below with
your preference.
Many thanks
_______________________________________________
Child’s Name ___________________
Year level _________________
🗆  I  would  like  to  receive a  digital  copy  of  the  newsletter  via 
email
My email address is _________________________
🗆  I  would  like  my  child  to  receive a  paper  copy  of  the 
newsletter
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13 March 2020
Dear Hilliard Christian School Families
Novel Coronavirus – COVID-19 Update
The closure of a government school in Sydney late last week has focussed attention on the
responses and preparedness of schools regarding the outbreak of this virus and I want to
take this opportunity to give you an update on our plans and preparations.
1.

Isolation Requirements

We have previously indicated to the school community that, in accordance with Government
guidelines self-isolation must be adopted in particular situations. At the date of this letter,
11 March, you must isolate yourself in the following circumstances:
•
•
•

If you have left, or transited through mainland China or Iran in the last 14 days, you
must isolate yourself for 14 days from the date of leaving mainland China/Iran.
If you have left, or transited through the Republic of Korea on or after 5 March 2020
you must isolate yourself for 14 days after the date of leaving the Republic of Korea.
If you have been in close contact with a proven case of coronavirus, you must isolate
yourself for 14 days from the date of last contact with the confirmed case.

Travellers from Italy must present for health screening upon arrival in Australia, as directed
at the border.
Updated information on travel restrictions and isolation requirements are available on the
Australian Government’s website: https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novelcoronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert.
We continue to expect that all parents and carers within the School community will
ensure that they are aware of and comply with these requirements.
When students are subject to isolation arrangements, we will work with you to ensure that
they are provided with learning resources and materials to assist them in maintaining their
studies. We are currently developing strategies to provide sustained ongoing support to
larger groups of students should this become necessary.
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2.

Good Hygiene Practices

Within the School we have taken steps to increase the awareness of appropriate good
hygiene practices to protect against infections. Good hygiene includes:
•
•
•

washing your hands frequently with soap and water, before and after eating, and after
going to the toilet,
covering your cough and sneeze, disposing of tissues, and using alcohol-based hand
sanitiser, and
if unwell, avoiding contact with others (stay more than 1.5 metres from people).

Surgical masks are only helpful in preventing people who have coronavirus disease from
spreading it to others and are generally not recommended.
We hope that you will reinforce these good hygiene practices at home with your
children.
3.

Exclusion of students with COVID-19 Symptoms

The symptoms of Novel Coronavirus – COVID-19 can range from mild illness to pneumonia.
Some people will recover easily, and others may get very sick very quickly. People with
Novel Coronavirus – COVID-19 may experience:
•
•
•

fever
flu-like symptoms such as coughing, sore throat and fatigue
shortness of breath

Of course, students who are unwell for any reason should not be sent to school.
In addition, where students exhibit the symptoms mentioned above and they, or a family
member with whom they have had close contact, has returned less than 14 days previously
from a ‘Higher’ or ‘Moderate’ risk country they should be isolated and seek medical
advice. The ‘Higher’ and ‘Moderate’ risk countries currently include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mainland China
Iran
Italy
Republic of Korea
Cambodia
Hong Kong
Indonesia
Japan
Singapore
Thailand

4. Ongoing planning and risk assessment
In addition to the responses outlined above the School is continuing to monitor advice from
the Commonwealth and Tasmanian Governments. This advice is informing ongoing risk
assessments being conducted in relation to School activities and operations, including
whole school activities such as sporting carnivals and offsite activities such as camps and
excursions.
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We are also reviewing and updating contingency plans to respond to a wide range of
possible scenarios that may occur as a result of this outbreak. We will continue to keep you
updated if there is significant changes or new developments, but do encourage all parents
and carers to remain informed themselves of the latest Government advice.
Please Note: Please Note: at this stage the following upcoming activities will/will
not continue as planned:
•
•

Harmony Day (19 March)
Parent Teacher Interviews (19 March)

At this stage the cross country for 20 March will go ahead, but we are asking parents not to
attend.
Thank you for working together to best support each other through this important process.
Best wishes

Stephen Littlewood
PRINCIPAL

